Appendix B: Copies of Comments

This appendix contains all comments that were submitted by the public and
agencies with interest in the Colorado River Bridge Study. A comment may have
contained several different issues. The comments below are summarized under
the appropriate resource area in Section 4.0, Colorado River Bridge Study
Comments.

B.1 List of Commentors and Comment Numbers

Commentor and Affiliation ID Number
Public workshop P-001-01
through 133
Linda Whitham P-002-01
The Nature Conservancy through 05
Jim Adamson P-003-01
Moab Health Department through 06
Unidentified P-004-01
through 03
Agency scoping meeting A-001-01
through 15
Steven Parkin A-002-01
Utah Division of Air Quality
Gary Cornell A-003-01
Utah Division of Forestry, Fire, and State Lands through 03
John Harja A-004-01
RDGC through 02
Casey Ford A-005-01
Utah Division of Water Rights through 03
John Gilmore A-006-01
U.S. Department of Energy
Nick Mezei A-007-01
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Loweli Braxton A-008-01
Utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining through 03
Loren Morton A-009-01
Utah Division of Radiation Control through 02

Nick Mezei A-010-01

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers through 05

Henry R. Maddux A-011-01
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service through 08




B.2

Reproductions of Written Comments
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release, flood water atteniation, filtration, and punﬁcahan of watef, to riame a
few. Any impacts to this system that would internipt these natural functions
would be considered unacceptable.

CC: Chris Monitague, TNC in Utah Conservation Program Director

COMMENT COMMENT
NUMBER NUMBER
P002 P002
The %
Nature
Qonservamy. Modb-fagiets Offce Vtch Field Office Intermationa Headquorien
OF UTAH i - E‘,_“‘;"Sgl',‘;"lfl‘";’"‘ Arlngon, Vgl » Management concems such as fire potential, access to existing utility lines,
Basyz oz - natura) gas pipelines, hunter access on the north end, and access to wells and other
Moub Project Office 1545 259629 L 801 3310969 . infrastructure, require unimpeded access int-our-property. Consideration must be P002-03
rax 433 259.2617 ax8INM00} given to majntaining these entry points at all times durifig any construction of the
- river bridge and associated activities.
Er2 19 A
T & E and Special Status Species
March 16, 2004 The Conservancy would like to see primacy gives. to protection of Endangered,
Threatened and Sensitive specics where they may be adversely affected by-any activitiés
d with the construction of the river bridge.
Nicole Donegan
c/o Colorado River Bridge Project *  Through our ecoregional planning efforts we have identified several endangered,
3995 South 700 East, Suite 100 threatened and sensitive species found both in the river and in the adjacent P002-04
Sait Lake City, UT 84107 riparian area. These species include: Southwestern willow flycatcher, Lucy’s
warbler, neotropical migratory bixds, bonytail chub, humpback chub, razorback
sucker and pikeminnow. This study needs o take these species into
Dear Ms. Donegan, consideration and ensure their protection before proceeding with plans for a new
bridge.
Thank you for this opportunity to provide comments during this public scoping period for
the Colorado River Bridge Study. The Nature Conservancy (the Conservancy), has N .
worked cooperatively in the past with the UDOT in Utah toward the conservation of Fmally. wewould like to offer a Preferred Al for your deration as the study P002-05
biological resources, and has a lengthy involvement in land management issugs, This is p To pacts to the Math Wet]ands Preserve including the
consistent with the Conservancy’s stated mission, which i to maintain the existence of concems cited above, we recommend the new river bridge be built in place where the
native plants and animals by conserving the habitats and ecol tp that they existing bridge now sits. Recognizing that there will be inconveniences no matter what
need to survive. The Conservancy also recogrizes that conservation of scarce or aiternative is selected, we feel this would create the minimal impact. Furthermiore we
sensitive biological resources must occur in conjunction with land-use activities that meet recommend including in the design & pedestrian bridge that could be attached to the new
the sociat and economic needs of people. bridge structure.
Proceeding from this background, the Conservancy is interested in the following issues, Once ﬂgﬂm thank you for your id of these 5. We look forward to a
productive working re} hip es the Colorado River Bridge Study proceeds.
Protection of our private-property and DWR property
® The Nature Conservancy and the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources jointly own P002-01 Sincerely,
and manage an approximately 900 acre wetland preserve adjacent to the current . RN
tiver bridge. We are concerned about any potential impacts to our property as.a M ﬂé
result of construction and other activities associated with building a new bridge. ~
»  Furthermore our property protects a significant wetland ecosystem along the Linda Whitham .
Colorado River. Wettands:harbor-an incredible dlversuy of plants and animals P002-02 San Rafacl Area Program Manager
and provide a number of important functi d storage and The Nature:Conservancy




COMMENT COMMENT
NUMBER NUMBER
P003 P003
o ”5,1 Menit of Transpartation agmfnt ofJ ranBs'ponatgnid s dy
- » Colorado Biver Bridge Stu
AL ?, "Colorido nﬁ:er ‘Bridge Study s, A
BOIS TE EXVIA 25 NS MAT O 8 230h
Public Comment Form
PN B Additlonal comments (attach addmo?al sheets if necessary):
Colorado River Bridge Study J@ Hoart P003-05
Scoping Town Meeting
March 3, 2004
What do you fee] 7") m/ostimponant fssues regarding the Colorado River Bndge‘l P003-01
Sy vy _
< ey T
Whagalternatives you uggest to Im| #e the flo do aner Brldge? What other transpor\aﬂan pro]ects should UnOT explore n the tuture’ /
it P003-02 L P003-06
Y 2o 7 Yie Vit B - [/ //Lar.a 72 /MIS(’P,., = jell
Ara you aware of any important wildiife, plant [ife, historical landmarks, cultural Leave this form In the drop box or
resourges, archaepologlcal artifacts, or ’::'m\er' issue71ear the-Colorado River Bridge? mall comments by April 2, 2004.
7N NG 7/ P003.03
7 Please tell us how you found out about this Public Open House.
it - ONewsp: ' [OWehslte
Mosled Flyer / ? / OOther
This study will also Identlty lssuas an US 191 trom ﬁotash Road to downtown Moab.to Name: 2
address In separate projects (as fundi ilable). What do you 1ee| are the ’
eybek y or /L//;/ Sy
P003-04

most im, nt Issues regarding this stu yaraa !
R4 SR Y573 ﬁ 4/3/ (4;7 L

Please Turn To Other Side

City, State, Zip: A ML g 2/;;&

Phone Nurber: 25’2 = § Z O2_Emait:
Would you like to be added to our mafling list? Yes J-_

Mail to: Colorads River Bridgs Projéct, 3995 South 700 East, Stite 100, Salt Lake Clty,
UT 84107 or comment on-line at www.udot.utah.gov/coloradorlverbridge




COMMENT COMMENT
NUMBER NUMBER
P004
b Department of Transpartation -
,'Colorado River Bridge Study
'S 8 w0 TE Crra g
Public Comment Form
Colorado River Bridge Study
Scoping Town Meeting
March 3, 2004
What do you feel are the most important issues regarding the Colorado River Bridge?
[ook, 2 Pdis. Y—lgane®
SR/ R = P004-01
What aiternatives do you suggest to improve the Colarado Rlver Bridge?
Ae. gg)f A I ¥ e S lacn P004-02
Crory e e Nacdze— Mo 05 P004-03

Are you aware of any important wildlife, plant life; historical landmarks, cultural
resources, archaeological artifacts, or other issues-near the Colorado River Bridge?

ne2

This study will also ldenmy Issues on us 191 from Potash Road to downtown Moab to
address In separate projects.(as f ). What do you feel are lhe
most important issuas regardlng this study area?

Please Turn To Other Side

This space is intentionally blank.




COMMENT COMMENT
NUMBER NUMBER
A001 A001
h wamnant of Transportation artment of Tran tion
lorado mm Bridge Study s Colorado River Bridge Study
R P LIRS # O AP S5
Project: BRF-019(23)128 Froject: BRF-019(223)128
svailable upon request. A001-02
AGENCY COORDINATION MEETING MINUTES 2. ROW and Arcles Nstional Park. Phil Brueck said that there arv right-of-way issyes to be
resolved between UDOT and Archies Naional Park boundary. Phil had previcusly submitted
2 map to HDR which shows the ROW conflicts. Tt was agreed that UDOT would get
Date: April 15, 2064 easements from NPS for any land needed for the project. A001-03
: e 3. Essement from Utah Division of Forestry, Fire, snd Stare Lands. Gory Comelt said that an
. . 1 easement wonld be needed forimpacts 10 sovercign fands. The sovereiga landa would be
Time: 10:00 am. - 11:30 am asvociated with the Colerado River. A001-04
. ~ , ;i 4. Cultum) Resourees. Jim Weabster reid that diete are some culiural sésources in the area: the
Locatlos: Grand County Ca Chambers, Mosb. Utah old wagon road, a rock panel 8l Lower Courthouse Wash, and dinosaur iracks near Lower
. Couthouse Wash,
::t"e:dm. Represent Phone Number 5. Gateway Plan Russ Von Koch said that Maab City and Grand County have developed # plan A001-05
Phit Brueck Nationat Park G5-719-2133 emi!_led the Gateway plan that calls for a boulevard eatry, Jandscaping, and bike lanes.
Dave Woad National Park - 435-719-2133 Upu’l"s allernatives should address consistency with thiz plan,
ave Yoa ational Park Service 435.250.3766 6. Lions Park Russ Von Koch seid thet Grand County was planning improvements fo Lions A001-06
Gary Comes Utah DNR Division Forestry, Fire. and State Lands : Park on the north and south eide of the river. Utah State University deeigned the ltermtives.
Casey Ford Utah DNR Divislon of Water Rights 435-637-1303 7. Water Rights Petmit. Casty Ford suid thet UDOT oc its coniractor would need to obtain a A001-07
Irwin Stewart US Deperiment of Energy (Stoller Consultant} 436-250-5131 water ight pormit if the projoct used sny water from the niver. 1L may be possible to get a
Russ Von Koth Bureau of Land Management 435-250-2113 “temporary change” fom Grand Connty's water right peemit. The permit is dependant on the
Jim Webster National Park Service 435-719-2220 place of use and the activity. Daryl said it a permil from USFWS would also be reqnired if
Kim Manwil upoT 435-800-4734 thore nr tireatoned and ondangered species in the river.
TAyron Les yooT 435-803-4702 8. Qeneral Pennit 40 for Strewn Altendion. Cucy saidd that a stream alleration peanit woald A001 -08
Daryl Friant upoT 435-893-4714 afso be required for any modifications o the river. UDOT can apply 1o COE of UDWR for
Clark Mackay UooT 435-803-4705 the permil. Laynee Jonss said that COE deferred to UDWR on this project.
Jenry Chaney yooT B01-565-4317 9. Lower Courthouse Wash Stream Altoration Permit. Cusey suid that Lowoer courthonse wash
Ciayton Wiison UDOT A3E-B83-4744 may also require a stream alleration permit since it is in a riparian environment. A001-09
Gerry Godzwon HDR (UDOT Consultant) Project Manager 801-261-8892 10, Cultaral Resources, lrwin Stewast sai'd that UI:I DOE ceniducted an archeological search of a A001-10
Laynes Jones HDR (UDOT Cansultant) Envi ental Lesd 8D1-281-8852 large mammt?m C_o‘lmdr:\River Bridge project for the priposea of fheir rowte essessment =
for the Moab mill tailingy site. The contact parson is Marilyn Kastens, 970-298-6781. BLM
completed some archeological purveys and fiterature search fog the pedestrian bridge also.

. . " 11, Bighom Sheep. Phil Brueck said thal. there aro Mighom sheep in the projoct nroa. o
Purpose: Agency Scoping 12. Teaffic Survey. The NPS requested a copy of the rezults of the traflic s1udy. A001-11
Agenda: 13, Lower Cowthouss Wash. Ther is hiking recess o Lowet Coutthouse Wash to the rock an A001-12

gen a') Totroductions panel and the Lower Comthiouse Wasls wailhead. This parking ared soay need to be expanded
> anljnﬁnary Purpose and Ned 10 allow for hikers and lo serve as 2 staging area for bikers. This is oulside the limits of A001-13

Arches National Park.
: sngOf S!od'ymm 14, Lions Park. Lions Park may also be used a9 a parking/staging nroo oy bikers in the future. A001-14
> p ’.m SLD lugmd mAm: 15. BLM Kiosk. Russ Von Koch said that BLM is planning en information: kioak with short term A001-15
» R:)Jm“ Agyencics Contacted parking ares at the intersection of 191 ;md 279 (Polash Road). There ix a small parcet of
N ) Soact public Yand en this comer.
3 Mdentification of Resource- Speciic Areas 16. DaryL Friant asked the quostion of all the sg #.iF anyone e n fotd D at this
: thm We Need From You point with bridge locations. The ag g did net tise ey fatal faw concems. Jim A001-16
< Questions and Discussion Webster asked to place e new bridge downsiteam of the current one, hence away from NPS
S property.
Discussion
1. Laynee Jones discnssed the agenda itams md preserietion muerials, A copy of the A001-01 Action ltems
presentation materiala will be placed in the administrative fils with these minutes and is 1. Keith 2 . igate and ine fecation of the cullwral ¢ 5iles
10f3 April 18, 21104 20f8 Apri 15, 2004

Lr2or

o




COMMENT
NUMBER

COMMENT
NUMBER

PLSHEREE. Uil Départment of Transportation
335 91, Colorado nf::r Brldge Study

BRI TN By

Project: BRF-019(23)128
and previous studics menlioned in the ndes, if not alreadyy included in Clasy [ repont.
2. Mokt Rifkin Send NPS results of 1mffic study.

Distribution:
Atenders
John Gilmore, USDOE
Betsy Herrmann, USFWS
Val Payne, UDNR
Nick Mezei, USACOE
Keith Monigamery, Montgomery Archeological
Nicole Donegan. HDR
Mait Rifkin. Interplan
Project File

This report rep! the under ding of the Preparver. If you feel that an ltem needs
clusification or correciion, please provide your comments to ibhe Preparer in writlng. The Preparer
will resolve the issne and distribute the revised mlnutes lu alegisative format.

30f3 Apr 15, 2004

A001

This space is intentionally blank.




COMMENT COMMENT
NUMBER NUMBER
A002 A003
e Gy |Rlateof Utah,
b " | DEPARTMENT OF NA' RESH ES
Subject: FW: Request for Overview V) DIVISION OF FORESTRY, FIRE AND STATE LANDS
Michael O, Laavitt -
e ooy lim"rl';:-y 191, 5w § - -
R Mosh, Utah 04532.3082 .-
A . Oy | 035376 S MAR R 2
Siate ForantesDipoctor | 438-289-9758 (Fay .

From: Jones, Laynes G.
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2004 10:59 AM
To: 'Steven Parkin’ Laynee Jones
Subject: RE: Request for Overview HDR Engineering, (nc

3495 South 700 East, Suite 100
Steven: ) Salt Lake. City, Ut 84107
Here are the draft minutas. Would you llke me to leave you on the distiibution list for mateérials pepining te this project? Dear Ms. Jories:
‘ég'_‘;:gz The Utah Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands supports the conicept that the highway bridge

over the Colorada River will need to be teplaced in the fore-seeable future. This need is based on A003-01

safety issues primarily dealing with its structural interity, lane width standards/shoulders and the
From: Steven Parkin (mailto:sparkin @tah.gov] current bridge not accommodating pedestrians and bicyclists, as well as the capacity may not
Sent: Wadnesday, March 17, 2004 10,29 AM meet future travel demand, The lead contact for this project will be James Montella who may be
To: Jones, Laynee-G. reached by mail at 1165 S0 HWY 191, Suite 6, Moab; Ut.84532, phone 435-259-3762 or e-mail
Subject: Request for Overview famesmantella@stab.gov,
| raspactiully requast ar emall-copy of %repamd ;gota;, mgﬁin;sémm% r?ysra\‘os ragul(lr)gf :;om :‘h; rzoo_‘g;ng ‘:nd publlc‘ A002-01 The Division has several issues that we-are concerned about with this project. One.concem is the
maotings which focus o trie. Cojorado River Bridge Feasiblidy Study; mélnfy, the events of March 3rd. This is-a reques potential impact on surfice water flowsinto the Matheson Preserve. The. construction and re- A003-02
for overview.only; no spaclal care is neded to typa/prepare ariy (nformation thatis:nct already in email-able format. alignment of the bridge could have a negative affect on the preserve. The preserve ig a critical use.
Staven Parkin ates by numerons birds and water fowl

Another concern {s the potential impact on varisus eridanggred fish in the river system, The A003-03

Division Of Alr Quali
i
Agency Meeting Scoping  Contacts for

Agency
Minutes Mar 3 2.., Meeting Present... Coirado River Br...
801-536-4014

project could Kave anegative impact on habitat asd/or reprbduction.

We would eficoiirage you'to work with the appropriate éntities on d ining if any negative
impacts may-occur aid the mitigation of these impagts.
A contern may eéxist if’ UL rk occurs during the - whiena wildfire hazard may

exist in the riparian zone. Equipinent and workers could pose a risk of starting a fire along the
river. This concern may be mitigated by using some standard fire prevéntion actions.

Sincerely,

Gary Cornell
Area Managér SE




COMMENT COMMENT
NUMBER NUMBER
A004 A005
Govemor's Office of Planning and Budget Jones, Laynee G.
WES CURTIS
Siare Planning Coondingter To: Casey Ford
R Develop Coordinating C Sublect; RE: Colorado River Bridge - Fiial Agency Scoping Minutes March 3
GLADE SOWARDS
Cummitiee Chalrisan . : .
OLENES. WALKER ’E?,*t':,.’ﬁ.%ﬁ‘,‘,’:., — Casey. Thanks for the comments. 1I'll revise the mimytes for the admin. File.
Gorernar -
O N Original Messaga-----
. N [ .1 From: Casey Ford [maflto:caseyford@utah.gov]
L MKEACHNIE Sent: Wadnesday, March 31, 2004 11:15 Ax
To: Jones. Laynee G.
March 24, 2004 Subject: Re: Colorado River Bridge - Final Agency Scoping Minutes March 3
Laynee,
Your meating minutes explain my comments fairly well. There are a few notes that I have
added in italics or stidkeut font. Otheérwise, I don't have anything else.
Laynce Jones
HDR Eagineering, Tac. B
3995 South 700 East, Suite 100 - 1. Water Rights Permit, CaSey Ford said thak UDOT or its contractor would head to obtain A005-01
Salt Lake City, Utah-84107 a water right permit if the proje¢t used any waver from the river, An existing water
right could be uged Lf it conformed to the natura bf \:sa._ place of use, pericd of ysa, and
. R s by T point of diversion. Or, it may be pegsilils to get a temparary change* from Grand
SUBJECT: Col’omdo River Bridge Feasibility Study, Moab, Utah County's watar right permit. The permit ls depéddant 6n the place. of use and the
Project No. 04-3713 activity. Daryl said that a permif from USFWS would alea be required if there are
threatened and endangersd species in tha river. . .
Dear Ms. Jones: 2. Genersl Permit 40 for Stream Alveration. Casey mald thst a stream alteration permit A005-02
would also b¢ required for any modificatfons to the river bad or banks, ificluding the
. N . P . . ) riparian: zone. UPOT can apply to COE or UDWR for the permit. Laynee Jonas said that COE
The N D ol C (‘ (RDCC), T ting the State of Utah, deferred to UDWR on. this project. . "
has reviewed this proposal, and state agericies comments are gs. follows: 3. Lower Courthouse Wash Streem Alteration Permit. Casey saidl thét Lower courthouse wash A005-03
may also réquire & stream alteration permit since it is in a riparian enviroament.
Utah Geological Survey, Envir | Sci Program .
There-are known significant vertebrate track localities in the highway right-of-way Casey Pord, PE
adjacent to the Colorado River Bridge. The office of the State Paleontologist therefore A004-01 335.637.1303 wk
ds that p ial impacts to pal logical be identified as one of 435.637.7937 fax
f id i is feasibili caseyforddutah.gov
issues to be addressed in this féasibility study. Rttps/ /v waterrights.utah.gov
Division of Parks and Recreation
A004-02

We encourage wide pedestrian/bike lanes in assaciation with the motor vehicle bridge for
traffi

north-south and east-west bike i with the G ’s Otympic Trail
Initiative.
The C i ppreciates the opp ity toTeview this proposal. Please direct any other
written questions regarding this correspond to the R Develop t Coordiniting.
Committee at the above address or call Carolyn Wright at (801) 538-5535 or myself at (801) 538-
5559.
Singerely,
John Harja
Exetutive Director
R Develop Coordinating C
16 Stats Cupitol, Salt Luke City. Utah 84114 ,
relephone 801-538-1027 » facsimils 801-538-1547 » htipsforw ol

- *
Wimre ldcas consect:




COMMENT COMMENT
NUMBER NUMBER
A006 FW: Draft Agency Seoping Minutes March 3 Page 1 of 2 A007
U.S. Department of Energy Jones, Laynee G.
2597 B¥% Road
Grand Junction, CO 81503 To: Mezel, Nick SPK
Subject: RE: Dratt Agericy Scoping Minutes March 3
Nick:
Thanks tor your comment. We.recognize that a 404 permi for impacts. to wetlands may ba required for this
Ms. Laynee Jones project and that the 404 pemnit comes from thie Corps  We will contact you when we determine what the potentlal
3995 South 700 East, Suite 100 wetiand impacts wii be.
Salt Lake City, UT 84107 Laynee
DearMs. Jones:
. A006-01 From: Mezel, Nick SPK [rallto:Nick Mezel@usace.army.mfl]
1 am sorry [ wasn't able to attend the ing in Moab on Wednesddy. Irwin Stewa_rt who- ! Sent: Tuesday, Macr;d\' 16; 2004 11:01 AM
attended in my stead, told me that he was able to meet with you. Ihave gnclosed with this letier To: Jones, La.ynee A ) 4
an aerial photo and a map of the proposed pipeline that [ believe you will find useful in plaaning Subject; RE; Draft Agency Scoping Minites March 3
the highway 194 improvemeants in the miil site-vicinity. If you need any further information, Laynee:
don’t hesitate to write or call me at 970/248-6027, )
i Thank you for the minutes of the meeting. Please be aware.that GP-40 I3 a stréam alteratiori permit having to
Sincerely, do with discharges Into streams, not wetlands. So - ff there are any wetlands that wil be impacted by the project, A007-01
i - 404 parmits for wetland impacts must be obtalned trom the Corps, not the state, Plsase-let me know.if watland
Q . é impacts will osour with this project.
John Gilmore P.E. Ehanks.

Project Manager

[+

MOA2.16 (DOE)

Gilmore/fonesitr.doc

Nick.Mezei@usace.army.mil
970.243.1199 x-13

-—-Qriginal Message—~--

From: Jones, Laynee G, [mailto:Laynee Johes@hdrinc.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2004-10:34 AM

Toi Mezel, Nick

Subject: FW: Draft Agency Scoping Minutes March 3

From:  Jones, Laynee G.
Sent: Yuesday, March 16, 2004 10:33 AM

Tor  'Betsy.| gov; ‘Casey Ford; Dutshi.gov'; ‘Cayton Witsan'; 'Daryl Friant; 'Dave Wood'; Donegan, Nicole;
"Gary Carnell’; Godiwon, Geraid; 'lwin Stawart'; Yehasiey go'; im_webster@inps.gov’; Yohn 4 ; Keith and Jackle
o ); ‘Kim Manwir; " com'; gav';

ik ezelGusace. ; 'Pl Brueck’; Tuss_von_koch@bim,gov'; Vaipayme@uiah,gov
Subject: Drak Agency Scoping Minutes Manch 3

Pleage fespond with any comiments you'have on the attached minutes beforg ¢loss of business Monday

3/16/2004




COMMENT

COMMENT

NUMBER NUMBER
A008 A009
Jones, Layries G. Jones, Laynee G.
'y ee G,
From: Loren Morton [Imorton@utah.gov]
From: Lowell Braxton [lowelibraxton @utah.gov] Sent: ‘Thursday, February 19, 2004 5:44 PM
Sent: Tuesday, March 02, 2004 1:24 PM To: Jorigs, Layned G. .
To: Jones, Laynee G. Ce: Donald Metzler @gjo.cue.gov Dane Finadrock; Daryl Friant; Kim Manwill
Subject: RE: Scoping Comments Colorado River Bridge Feasibility Study, Maab, Utah Subject: UDOT EIS for Moab Bridge Imiprovarments.
Laynee, Please send to Bob Morgan with a copy to Val Payne at the same address. Thanks Laynae,
>>> ;iones. Laynee G.* <Laynee.Jones@hdrinc.com> 03/02/04 12:46FM >>> This email is in response to your February 13 éettet :egardinqbtlixg upccminthEP&,lpub'Jj.éc
Lowell: scoping for the jed impr s for Highway 191 bridge over the Colora
Thank £i e 1 will keep UDNR on the a; ey Co. ond list £ thi River neax Moab, Ukah.
ank you for your response. wi eep n gen rrespondence list for the
project. Should future correspondce be addressed to you or Bob Morgan or both? We appreciate your {nvitation tb participate in this process. Howaver, we would suggest
that yau would be better served by involving the staff of the U.S. Department of Energy A009-01

Laynee Jones (DOE) in Grand Junction Colorade, who own and operate the naarby Moab Tailings site found
801-281-8832 x136 a short distance north of the bridge.
----- Original Message-- ! Curréntly, DOE staff are in process of preparipg a draft Envi 1 Impact St
FProm: Lowell Braxton [mailto:lowellbraxton@utakh.gov) for reclamation of the historic Moab Tailngs site,
Senc: Tuesday, March 02, 2004 12:03 pd These reclamation activities may include a significant amount of truck traffic during A009-02
Te: Jones, baynee»G. haulage of aither the tailings to another location, or for import of cover system borrow
Ce: Bob Morgan; Vil payne materials from gravel pits found in the 'southern portion of Spanish Valley. I would
Subject: Scoping Comments Colorado River Bridge Feasibility Study, Moab, Utsh recommend you contact the following staff at the DOE Grand Juncrien Offica:
Laynee, I am responding to your letter asking for scoping corments for the above Ao°8_01 Don Metzler
Feasibillcy Study, per your letter to Bob Morgan, Executlive Director, Utah Department of Project Mamager
Natural Resources. Any construction activity in the Colorado River corridor must weigh Grand Juaction Office
the benefits to human health and safety against tha poseible environmental impacts. U.S. Department of 'm'e‘rgy
Increased 2597 B 3/4 Road
vehicular and non-motorized traffic in the area of the proposed study clearly support the Aoos'oz Grand Juncti::' cO 81503
Feasibility Study, and the Utsh Department of Natural Resources is supportive of the 970~248-7612 }
study on this basis. Donald,Metzler@gjo.doe.gov
As indicated in your letter, the juxtaposition of the Arches National Park entrance, the ne =x8a] o
Matheson Wetlands Preserve and the Grand County Lions Park to the project plus the value A008-03

of the river corridor and its use by wildlife all support careful environmental analysis
should the project proceed beyond the Peasibility Study phase. The Utah Department of
Natural Resources will ba an active player in any NEPA environmental analysis subsequent
to scoping. We have no plana to attend the March 3 scoping meeting in Moab, however.
Please keep the Utah Department of Natural Resourcas on your cortesponderice list for this
project, and thank you for thé opportunity of providing this comment.

Lowell Braxton
Director, Utah Division of 0Oil, Gas and Mining

If you have questions, please call me dt the number below. Thanks again for the
invitation to participate in the upcoming NEPA process.

Respectfully,

Loren Morton

Utah Division of Radiation Control
Phone BO1-536-4262

Pax 801-533-4097

Email lmortondutah.gov




COMMENT COMMENT
NUMBER NUMBER
] A010 A011
US 191 bridge improvement scoping comments Page [ of |
Jones, Laynee G. United States Department of the Interior
" FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
From: Mezel, Nick SPK {Nick-Mezei@usace.army.mil] UTAH FIELD OFFICE
C AT
Sent:  Thursday, March 04, 2004 10:03 AM RrAdfiato iy
To: Jones, Laynee G.
Subject: US 191 bridge.imip! scoping ey Bt
FWS/R6 April 2, 2004
ESAT
Laynee; 04-0355
Sorry | missed your scoping-meeting yesterday. | would like to forward several comments 1o you to considar
as part-of the scoping process. Laysés Jones
1. The Corps of Englneers"jurisdiction undar Section 404 of lhé Clean Water Act extends to ragulating of fllis jn HDR Engineering, Inc. N
jurisdictional wetlands, and in rivers-and streams below the lavei of the ordinary high water alevation. Excavation A010-01 3995 South 700 East, Suite 100
1s not regutated unless there Is a fill associatad. Activities talling within our. iction require a D of Salt Lake City, Utah 84107
the Army permit (404. permit) in order to be compliant with the Clean Waéer Act.krl the Stal;lul :algh's:he'Corps
and the atate share a generel permit for streem mediflcations, and the state. typically-takes the stream . g 3 " e
modllication activities. . RE:  Colarado River Bridge Feasibility Study, Moab, Utah
2. Based on conversations, it appears that there may be welland areas aleng the river charmal In the viclnlly_ot A010-02 Dear Ms. Jones:
the bridge over the Colarado River, which may be impacted by bridge modification. Thera'may ba other locations
along the proposed 3 nile stretohyof highway that may-involve wetland araas also. In addition, filis below-the Thie Fish and Wildlife Service {Service) has-reviewed the stoping docurients related to-the
ordinary high water lavel of the river, such as plers and cofferdams, ara also regulated. feaslbility study for improverients to the US-19 crassing of the Colorado River, tear Maab,
. Dtab. The purpose of the project is to correct stauctural deficiencies in the current bridge, We
3. A mapping ot the areas, and of wetlands if any exist, within-the work corridor is highty AIVER " S 5 Teat bndge.
recommended, in order lo assess whather a 404 parmit may be'required. If Impacts can be avoided, then such A010-03 understand you have alrcady received a species list from this office. We are providing the
actions must be taken. It impacts cannot be feasonably bs avoided, than parmitting and mitigation of impacts ng for your in your en {-analysis.
must be consldered. Even if impacts can be avbided, mapping of jurisdictional areas an be valuable so that
workers in tha vicinity can be‘instructed to avoid the Jurisdictional ateas. A010-04 In Section | of this létter we'convey our cancems that should be addressed in the NEPA
. compliance document for this project. Section 2 of this letter addresses your Endangered Species
4. Temporary work In waters of the U.S. may also be regulated, even if there will not-be permanent impacts. Act (ESA) section 7 respansibilities.
5. Itis our understanding that the reach of the Colorado River in the project area is crifical hatitat for several ] |
native fish, and we recommand that you contact the LS. Fish and Wildiia Service to determine their concems, In A010-05 Section 1, L . . .
cass you have not yet done so. This reach of the river lies within critical habitat for the Colorado pikeminnow, bonytail chub,
and razorback sucker; where they aré kaown to occur and spawning inay take place. The A011-01
Itis tha intent of the Corps of Engi to ite with tial germit appli to attaln project goals in conslruction activities for both projects could affest physical habitat and water quality. h
an environmantally sensitive manner. Please fee! free to.contact ma with any questions or comments relating to Construction of a new bridge:structure could result in the fnilowing effects on species within the A011-02

your project.
Nick

Nick.Mezei@usace.army.mil
970.243.1199 x-13

3NN

project area:
1. Habitat loss, modification, and degradation within designated eritical habitat.
2. Lethal or sublethal water or soil contamiination from the construction operations. Even

small, nonlethal of inay impair olfactory responses.of the fishi with
potential behavior and reproductive suceess implications.




COMMENT COMMENT
NUMBER NUMBER
A011 A011
3. Channel bottom disturbance and flow alterations will occur due to cofferdam copstruction Commeon Name Scientific Name o Staug
and permanent bridge foundations in the siverbed. Excessive sedimentation could inhibit Jones Cycladena Cyeladenia humlis var. jonesii T
the prey base for fish species by filling interstitial spaces where macroinvertebrates Bonytail ! " Gila elegans E
reside, as well o5 reducing ia] spawning habitat. Di ing may negatively affect Colorade kaemm‘now ¢ Prychocheilus lucius E
migration, ) Humpback Chub'* Gila ¢ypha E
Razorback Sucker'? Xyraucken tekanus E
easibili ini i i i : : 0 et Haliaeetus leucocephalus T
The Zeasibility of combining this project with the neacby proposed pedestrian bridge project Bﬁld 558.15 - ep
should be examined. We note that the pedestrian bridge is projected to begin constraction within A011-03 California Condor' Gymnogyps callfornianus E
twa vears, thereby preciuding combining the two projeats. I b r, this project is defayed G-um:uson Sage Gmust‘ Czr_t{race‘r_cu: minimus c
such that combining the two bridges coutd become feasible, we encourage UDOT and FHWA to Mexican Spotted Owl s”"x."c""d”"”_”’“]”“é" T
ider an i d bicycle-pedestri ized functipn for a single bridge at the US-191 Southwestemn Willow Flycatcher  Empidonax traillii extimus E
crossing. Combining the two structures into one would: requite only one set of bridge Westem Yellow-billed Cuckoo- Coi frm_erlcanu.r fi [
foundations: constrict the river in only one location; and reduce the-number of cofferdam Black-footed Ferret* Mustela nigripes E
intrusions during construction. With the two projects being in relatively close proximity; we s . X L
recommend keeping open the passibility of sutisfying the needs of the twoprojects with one ‘512::';";123‘;:‘;3‘::; ;ﬁ:::::ﬁ-mv(nd drsinage basinare considered to ad affect or ad
structure. This would be the least impactful alternative relative to fish and witdiife. modif the critical hubitat of the endangered fish species, and rust be evatuated with regard to the critefip desciibed
Ao1 1 _04 In the pertinent fish recovery programs. .
The proposed project is within the migratory and breeding range of the Scuthwestern willow i Nesa n this cownty of Utgh,
flycatcher{Empidonax traillil extimus), a small bird that inhabits riparian areas in southemn Utah. *Historical
South n willow flycatcher breeding habitat is typified by arcas of dense riparian vegetation. storieal range.
Breeding sites are normelly neer standing water or saturated soil, Pletise review the proposed ; . I di de i " . 3
action and determine if the action could have an impact on potential Sonthwestern witlow The propased zction should bicmb" I "’.‘d; o b thm; ; ifthe actlon will atfest any
flycacher habitat listed species or their critical habitat. Ifit is determined by the-Federal agency, with the written
i concurreace of the Service, that'the action is aot tikely to adversely affsct listed speci¢s or critical
We d that vour enviro: { analysis specifically . {al short-term and habitat, the Jtation process is and no furthier action is necessary.
You INalysis sp. b 4 a
long-term impacts to migratory birds and their habitat. The 2ndliysis should identify aay A011-05 N : f ; . .

. P : ) . o . Formal consultation (50 CFR 402.14) is required if the Federal. agency determines that an action
;::iS;r;B::;npﬁl?:llil;iasuo&:e;{s:ﬁ;:fﬁ:ﬁez?h;cj:;:eé:;;::s:{mng{z Emcz;ya:;i et is "likely to adversely affect™ a listed species or _will result in jeppardy ur adverse modification of
al., 2002) may be useful m aring this analysis & ’ L4 critical hebitat (50 CFR 402.02). Federat agencics should alse canfer with the Service og any

“ y prepanng ¥sis. action whieh is likely to jenpardize the continiued existence of any proposed species.or result in
o " i the destruction or adverse modification of proposed critical habitat (50 CFR 402.10). A written
b E Guidel p, : N
Rﬁ::f:&ﬁ?;ﬂ:ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁ? &Zﬁﬂfﬂdﬁﬁ 2002) whi:}{o \;e[ir:‘:;:\ce‘];ped in paﬁo(:' A011-06 equest for farmal consultation or conference should be submitted to the Service with a
provide consistent application of raptor protection measures statewide and provide full v end any other relevant information (SO'CFR 402.12).
complian m:n:vidgd e Ral:;sr gardi r:splor pr . Ra;:lor surv::'hs and m{ug:lmn Candidate species have no legal protection under the ESA. Candidate species are those species
rojents will :Rloid adverse im) ,,F,;s to raptors. O ensure that propase for which we have on file sufficient inf ion to support i of a proposed rule to list
projext p ptors. uader the ESA. Identification of candidate species can assist environmental planning efforts by
Section 2, providing advance notice of potential listings, aflowi g resource gérs to alleviate threats
Federal ies have m ) ibilities under section 7 of the ESA. To help und, thereby, possibly remove the need to list species as.endangered or thréatened. Even if we
you fulfill these responsibilities, we are pruvird.ing an updated list of threatened (T), endangered A011-07 estrictions ; h:‘,_til:,!i-lr by SP:-CN.S' lhf:a.rly notiee provided here covuld' fesu it lrlahiewcr ni
(E) and candidate (C) species that may occur within the arca of influence of your proposed :pec:ls  activilizs By prompting ’ ’ 0 cats to this

action.




COMMENT

COMMENT
NUMBER NUMBER
A011 Aoti
Only a Federal agency can enter into formal ESA section 7 consultation with the Service. A Literature Cited
Federal agency may designate a non-Federal representative to conduct informal consuliation or '
prepace a biplogical assessment by giving written notice td the Servica of such a designation. Paxtishy, J.R., BB, Howe, and RE. Norvell, 2002, Utsh Partmers in Flight Avian Cotisetvation
The ultis TESp ility for with ESA section 7, however, remains with the Strategy Version 2.0, Utah Bartners:  Flight Program, Utk Division of Wiildlife Resources, Salt
Federal agency: Lake Eity, Utal, UDWR Pub, No, 02-27. ‘
Your attention is also directed to section 7(d) of the ESA, as:amended, which und the A011-08 Romin, L.A., and 1A Muck, 2002. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: Utsh field office guidelines

requitement that the Federal egeicy ot the applicant sball not make any irreveisible or

irretrievable commi diring the itation.period which, in effect, would
deny rhe formulation or impt ion of 1 ble and prudent alternatives regarding their
actior.s on any endangered or threatened species.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide these.comments. if y;bu need further assistance; please
contact Betsy Hernmann, Ecclogist, at the letterhead address or.(307) 975-3330 ext. 139, .

Sincerely,

Henry R. Maddux
Utah Field Su,pervispr

ce:  UDWR-SLC

for raptor protection from.human dnd land vse disturbances.




B.3 Comments on Maps at Workshops
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